
 

 

Moving from SolarAPP+ to SolSmart Bronze Designation 
 

A local government’s decision to utilize SolarAPP+ to reduce permitting times for solar PV and 

storage can be an excellent springboard to further reduce the other soft costs that often limit the 

installation of solar PV in a community. The SolSmart program offers resources and technical 

assistance for local governments to increase transparency and reduce the barriers to solar 

development. Utilization of the SolarAPP+ tool can streamline the SolSmart designation process 

and provide a significant number of required credits, particularly in the Permitting and Inspection 

(PI) category. Along with Planning and Zoning (PZ), Permitting and Inspection is one of the key 

areas where soft costs can be reduced. However, it is important to note that communities may 

have to spend additional time on other categories in order to achieve designation.  

 

Whether a community is seeking Bronze, Silver, or Gold, SolarAPP+ communities are 

already well on their way to designation. Below are some additional criteria that these 

communities will need to fulfill for Bronze designation. Additional information can be 

found in the SolSmart Automated Permitting Guide.  

 

SolSmart Solar Statement 

Completing the Solar Statement (PR-1), a requirement for the Bronze level, solidifies your 

community’s commitment to pursuing SolSmart designation. The statement is also an 

opportunity to identify key goals that a community would like to focus on. The Solar Statement 

template can be found here and will need to be signed by a department executive or elected 

official. 

 

Permitting Checklist  

The Permitting Checklist (PI-1) is a fundamental step toward increasing transparency and 

reducing barriers within the permitting and inspection processes. SolSmart provides a strong 

template for the checklist here and the Technical Assistance team can help local governments 

make necessary adjustments that are specific to a community’s needs. 

 

Zoning Review 

The Zoning Review (PZ-1) will be initially completed by the SolSmart technical assistance 

provider and will detail the gaps and barriers in the community’s zoning code. Communities that 

review and sign the memo will complete this prerequisite, though additional points can be 

gained if the memo is presented to an appropriate committee.  

 

20 points in the Permitting & Inspections Category  

In addition to the credits listed above, communities will have to complete 20 credits in the PI 

category. Fortunately, communities that utilize SolarAPP+ are automatically eligible for 

credits including PI-6, PI-7, PI-8, and innovative action credits totaling 45 points in the PI 

category. Communities can also pursue additional credits, namely PI-5 (distinguish between 

solar PV systems qualifying for streamlined and standard permit review, 5 points) and PI-10 

(demonstrate that residential permit fees for solar PV are $500 or less, 5 points), by integrating 

https://solarapp.nrel.gov/
https://www.energy.gov/eere/solar/soft-costs
https://solsmart.org/wp-content/uploads/SolSmart-Automated-Permitting-Flyer.pdf
https://solsmart.org/resources/sample-solar-statement/
https://solsmart.org/resources/sample-solar-statement/
https://solsmart.org/resources/solar-permitting-checklist-template-pi-1/


 

 

the appropriate information into the permitting checklist. For more details on the credits 

SolarAPP+ communities can earn, see the SolSmart Automated Permitting Flyer. 

 

20 points in the Planning & Zoning Category 

Additionally, some of the required PZ credits can be completed with a bit of additional effort on 

the zoning review. In particular, communities that present the findings from the zoning review to 

the planning commission can receive credit for PZ-2, worth 5 points. PZ-3, worth 5 points, can 

be completed if the community drafts changes to the zoning code based on the Zoning Review 

and the conversation that occurred during the completion of PZ-2. Remaining PZ credits can be 

completed through a variety of actions, including changes to the local code, drafting new zoning 

language, or planning and zoning staff training.  

 

20 Points in the GO, CE, or MD Categories 

Communities must earn 20 additional points to achieve Bronze designation, which can come 

from the Government Operations (GO), Community Engagement (CE), or Market Development 

(MD) categories. One key pathway for the remaining 20 points is to create a solar landing page 

(CE-1), worth 10 points, with additional key resources. The solar landing page hosts information 

about solar resources, information, and community goals. A community can earn additional 

credits from the solar landing page if they include resources on installers, financing, and 

relevant statewide solar policies (CE-2 through CE-8).  
 

Beyond SolSmart Bronze designation, communities may need to make significant changes to 

the local planning and zoning policies. In particular, Gold designation requires that 

communities codify in the zoning ordinance that solar PV is allowed by right in all major 

zones. If your community is interested in reducing solar soft costs, the SolSmart Technical 

Assistance team will be happy to help you move toward designation.  

 

Requirements for SolSmart Bronze How SolarAPP+ Helps 

PR-1 N/A 

PI-1  N/A 

PZ-1  N/A 

20 points in PI Automatic 45 points granted 

20 points in PZ  N/A 

20 points in GO, CE, MD  N/A 

https://solsmart.org/wp-content/uploads/SolSmart-Automated-Permitting-Flyer.pdf



